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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient:  Alaska Community Foundation

Project Title: 

Alaska Community Foundation - Jesse Lee Home
Stabilization Project

State Funding Requested: $ 1,000,000 House District: 35 - R
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Repair and stabilize Jesse Lee Home in Seward

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $2,400,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Other $1,400,000 2009

Total $1,400,000

Explanation of Other Funds:

Other funds to be secured through community support.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Jesse Lee Home is a National and Historic Place and was the home where Benny Benson, the designer of the Alaska
State Flag lived.

The home needs extensive remodeling to preserve this important institution.

Project Timeline:
Expenditures will occur in 2009.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Friends of the Jesse Lee Home

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  
Phone Number:  907-334-6700
Address:  400 L Street, Suite L, Anchorage, AK 99501
Email:  

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:
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Contact Name: Ryan Makinster
Contact Number: 465-3867
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2008 City of Seward Request for Support From  
The Governor’s Office  
 
 
 
Project Title:  The Historic Jesse Lee Home  
Priority:  Beneficial legislation 
Funding Needed: $1 million in support of the Friends of the Jesse Lee Home for 

building stabilization of the Jesse Lee Home- Leadership 
School 

Funding Source: State, Grants, Individual Donors and Tax Credits 
 
Project Justification: 
 
The City of Seward is enthusiastically supporting the efforts of Friends of the Jesse Lee 
Home.   This $1M is essential for stabilization of the Jesse Lee Home. Preserving the 
building is a critical component of the overarching funding strategy. If the building 
cannot be saved, the project will potentially fail. This $1M appropriation will have 
greater than a 100% match through other fund raising efforts. The City is providing 
project management oversight and staff time to help facilitate the stabilization efforts. 
This project was approved through a public process and city council resolution attached.  
A photo is attached. 
 
The Friends of the Jesse Lee Home are seeking immediate support to save the Jesse Lee 
Home, our State treasure.  The City of Seward and the Friends of the Jesse Lee Home 
would like the Jesse Lee Home to be dedicated to a leadership school operated and 
managed as a statewide charter school.  The City of Seward is working collaboratively 
with the statewide interest group to assist them with their goals.   
 
The Jesse Lee Home was critical in the development of the State as we know it.  It was at 
the Jesse Lee Home that the Alaska Flag was designed and sewn with eight stars of gold 
on a blue field, which proudly made its way to meet the sky for the first time on July 9, 
1927, a day that became Alaska Flag Day.  Currently, there is only a small plaque at this 
site by the state flag pole.  A memorial needs to be placed on this site.  We need to save 
the Jesse Lee Home before it is lost forever.   
 

 
 
Project Description: 
 



The City of Seward received a Rasmuson Foundation to provide grant funding to support 
a feasibility study which identified Alaska’s educational needs and determined how they 
could be met by establishing a statewide high school leadership program in Seward.  This 
feasibility study was completed by Rider Consulting in 2006.  The Friends of the Jesse 
Lee Home  
 
It is anticipated that this leadership school will partner with Seward’s existing educational 
facilities including Seward High School, Alaska Vocational Technical Center, National 
Forest Service, National Park Service, Alaska Science Learning Laboratories, City of 
Seward’s Teen Youth Center, Boys and Girls Club, University of Alaska Marine Science 
Center, Kenai Peninsula College, the Chugach Museum and Institute of History and Art, 
the proposed Seward Library/Museum, the Mary Lowell Center and the Alaska SeaLife 
Center.  Taking advantage of the wide variety of educational facilities in Seward will 
strengthen and diversify this leadership program.   
 
Alaska will prosper if we develop a statewide Alaska leadership school to foster the 
future leaders of our State.  This leadership school will draw on rural Alaskans but will 
not be limited to the rural communities.  Highly motivated students will be the target 
from communities all over Alaska.  The program will encourage students to take 
responsibility for the future of their communities and develop leaders to run government.  
These leaders will develop skills, trades, relationships and confidence through a well-
rounded curriculum and a connection with Seward’s existing educational facilities.    
 
Housing our students at the Jesse Lee Home is an intuitive fit.  The Jesse Lee Home, 
located in Seward, is an ideal place for this leadership school because it is on the road 
system, only 120 miles from Anchorage, the transportation hub of the State, on the rail 
system and has a small airport.  Seward is small enough to provide a quiet, serious 
educational environment.   
 
The Jesse Lee Home has many alumni who went on to become leaders and distinguished 
professionals such as Benny Benson and Dr. James Simpson.  Benny Benson, at the age 
of 13 years old, designed the Alaska Flag at the Jesse Lee Home.  Dr. James Simpson is 
completing a book about his fond experiences while living at the Jesse Lee Home.  Dr. 
Simpson is an active supporter of this project and continues to provide resources and 
guidance to the Friends of the Jesse Lee Home and the City of Seward.   
 
The Jesse Lee Home was the primary non-BIA educational facility in the Territory of 
Alaska.  The Jesse Lee Home preserved our regional integrity when epidemics were 
decimating village populations.  The Jesse Lee Home provided for many children and 
kept them from being placed in the “Lower 48” BIA programs.  The success of the Jesse 
Lee Home demonstrated Alaska’s self-sufficiency in the provision of social services, one 
of the criteria for statehood. 
 
The Jesse Lee Home has been vacant since the 1964 earthquake when one of the 
dormitories was demolished due to extensive damage.  The City of Seward owns the 2.66 
acres of property and the existing buildings on the property, which total 24,000 square 
feet.  The Jesse Lee Home is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and on the 
list of Alaska’s Ten Most Endangered Historic Properties. 
 



In 2002, the Alaska State Legislature unanimously passed House Bill No. 96, an Act 
relating to the acquisition and development of the Jesse Lee Home, which affirmed this 
location’s significance to all Alaskans. 
 
In 2003, the Department of Natural Resources found the building structurally sound with 
estimated 2005 restoration costs of just over $8 million according to ECI/ Hyer Inc., 
author of the Jesse Lee Home Historic Structure Report.  This projection has been 
adjusted to $10 million for a 2006 estimate. 
 
In 2005, the City of Seward unanimously passed three resolutions to support the effort to 
save the Jesse Lee Home, apply for grants and seek partners to use the Jesse Lee Home as 
a leadership educational facility.  In 2006, the City continued to support the efforts of the 
Friends of the Jesse Lee Home as the group developed a business plan and contracted a 
consultant to begin developing a scope of work for the Project.  The Friends of the Jesse 
Lee Home intend to lobby for state and federal funds for this project.   
 
In 2007, the Friends of the Jesse Lee Home received a $1 Million grant from the State of 
Alaska and were awarded the Rasmuson Foundation grant.  Since then, the Friends of the 
Jesse Lee Home continue to develop their leadership school model and seek additional 
funding.  The Friends of the Jesse Lee Home has raised a considerable amount of 
statewide support and continued funding.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


